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This was the year of consolidation for us in the Nanda Talukdar Foundation. From the nascent stage of first two years when we were giving the nervous steps to the world of digitalization using an emerging technology which is fast changing both at the level of hardware to software. 

We are happy to inform  you that digitilsation of  “Orundoy” has been completed. This was quite an achievement because of the poor condition of the book which  has become 158 year old.  The completion of the  “Orunodoy” was well received by the local and national media.

In  fact at one point of time, we toyed with the idea of converting the Orundoy CD into a  multi media presentation using the  service of legendary Dr Bhupen Hazarika in an oration format. However fund, logistical problem as well as time constrains have come as impediment in fulfilling the whole dream. We do hope to achieve that in near future.

Neverthless from Orundoy we have gone on to “Jonaki” and compled that project also and now on the verge of completing the “Assam Bandhab” From Assam Bandha we will step into the golden era of Assamese literature.

The brightest part of the year is that when the National Archives selected as one of their partner in preserving the rare manuscript as well as digitilsation of the same. After carefull scrutiny  lasting more than three months we have been granted Rs 60,000 from the National Archives. We are proud of this achievement specially for being the only one in this part of the country to be selected by the National Archices.

We have been emboldened by this  and a nw thrust has been given and the executive memting decided to  broaden our horizon from within the xisting materials of the Foundation to those lying scattered all over the state.

It has been decided that under the second phase of expansion, prvided adequate grants could be mobilized, the digitilisation process could cross the border of the periphery of the Foundation.

 Meanwhile the primary goal of helping the researchers of Assamese language in its library have been going unhindered in its premises with the full infrastructure support from the North East Foundation and its staff.

More than 125 research scholars have worked in the foundation to complete their M.Phil as well as Ph.D Degree. Some of them came all the way from Mumbai while most of the other scholars were from Upper Assam and lower Assam, often spending valuable nights at Hotel just to do the research activities in the Foundation’s library.

Further we hired another computer professional on contract basis with a hanorirum of Rs 2000 per month to do the computer jobs beside maintaing the secretarial service. It was he who scanned and digitally restored the Orunodoi, the first Assamese newsmagazine published by the American Baptist Missionaries way back in 1846. 
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